
Offshore mining area exploring, developing and planning status of CPC Corporation, 

Taiwan 

 

Offshore mining area planning history 

To aggressively develop our offshore natural gas and petroleum exploration, in 

1969, ROC government has proclaimed the exploration right and ownership for 

offshore natural gas and petroleum.  On September 3rd 1970, “Statute for 

Exploration and Exploitation of Petroleum in Offshore Areas” was released.  On 

October 15th 1970, area among Taiwan strait and northern offshore of Taiwan with 

depth less than 200 meters, with the size of 240,000 square kilometers, was divided 

into 5 mining areas (or total of 49 blocks) and granted CPC Corporation, 

Taiwan(hereinafter referred to as “CPC”) the right to operate and plan those 

nationalized mining area.  Globally speaking, due to the gradual transition from 

offshore to deep water exploration, huge reserve of natural gas and oil has been 

discovered next to Pearl River delta area.  CPC in 2009 requested the combination 

of 1st natural resource division and 130,000 square kilometers deep water area 

southwest of Taiwan.  Initial planning and joint venture exploration has been 

scheduled.  In 2011, CPC requested the extension of 1st mining area to the DongSha 

Atoll National Park (Fig 1). The extension area is 15,135 square kilometers, not 

including the National Park.  Recently, only a few countries do detect large volume 

of petroleum reservoir over South Sea. In April 2011, CPC has already requested a 

new mining area which is around Taiping Island 100 nautical mile in South Sea and 

planning for exploration activities in the future (Fig 2). 

 

Offshore Production and exploration status 

At the early stage, both self-financed and joint venture exploration patterns are 

adopted in order to decrease the risk for exploration investment.  Taiwan offshore 

area has been through many years of geophysical exploration and drilling.  Thus, we 

are quite aware of the geological patterns for area along Taiwan Strait and among 

northern part of sea area of Taiwan.  Starting from 1970, total of 7 joint venture 

petroleum companies - including AMOCO, GULF, CONOCO, OCEANIC, CLINTON, 

TEXFORD and VIKING – have worked on offshore exploration.  By 1976, 40,812 

kilometer seismic survey and 10 drilling wells have been carried out.  Then, with the 

regression of joint venture activities, CPC has been responsible for self-financed 

exploration activities and discovered CFC, CFS and CGF with abundant natural gas.  

CDW, CDA, CBK, CBL, CBA and CBS have been identified to contain light crude oil and 

natural gas. YCM was also identified natural gas.  By 1986, the natural gas import 

project has yet to be completed.  Taiwan on land natural gas was still insufficient.  



The completion of Xingchu, done by end of October 1986, provided the relief for the 

shortage of natural gas during winter season.  Currently, offshore exploration 

activities are focusing on area F and adjacent area with the expectation to meet the 

domestic need.  

 

 

Fig 1 Offshore mining area of CPC Corporation, Taiwan 
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Fig 2 Mining area of Taiping Island 
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